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Umno the R ht Honourable, : 
The Lords of Council and Seflion; 
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Mr. John Row Profeſſor 0 Philoſophy mM the 
Colledge of Edinburgh, 4 ; 


Humbly Shemweth, 
_—\Hat where in the Debate betwixt Mr. Scot and Me, Your Lordſhips, 
having pronounced a very clear, diſtin& and pointed Interloquitor, . 
Mr. Scot reclaims, and in the firſt place, repreſents the matter of Fact 
as he would have it underſtood and believed; and in the next place, 
offers certain Reaſons, why he craves Your Lordſhips Interloquitor 
to be reviewed. | WE 

In anſwer to this Petition, T ſhalt ſhortly tay down toYour-ps..the fingle Ground. . 
upon which I plead my Preference, and which Your Lps. have already ſuſtained. * 
viz, The Magiſtrates ofEdinbargh,and T,underſtood thatI was Succeſſor to Mr. Cun- 
ninghame's Place and Claſs, and whatever was done to give the matter another view 
or turn, was without the knowledge or obſervation of the Magiſtrates, whoſe Att» | 
thority was uſed in it. "8 

Your Lordſhips having ſuſtained my Defence, and the ſeveral Qualifications men»- * 

tioned in the Interloquitor to prove the ſame, I do contend that moſt of theſe Quali- - 
Hcations do already appear, and eſpecially from Mr. Scots laſt Bill. 

And 1. Thefirſt and greateſt Qualification, noticed in Your Lordſhips Inter- 
loquitor, is, That by a Reſolution of the Magiſtrates and Miniſters I was invited to 
ſupply Mr. Cunninghame's Vacancy. Ne, 

As to this Point, Mr. Scots Bill doth plainly acknowledge, that thete was a Meet- 
ing before Mr. Maſie's Deprivation; where it was diſeourled that T ſhould be called: 
but the Petition bears, that norhing was concluded, and plainly owns that his Friend 
wiſhed him a fair venture by Ditpute for it at rhat time. 

From this Period, your Lps, may Obſerve, 1. It was diſcourſed in that meet- 
ing, that I ſhould be called. 2. The Propoſition was oppoſed by Mr. Scor's Friend, 
= deſired a Diſpute. . 3. Shortly thereafter Mr. Maſe was attacked and depri- 
ved. 4. The Former Reſolution to invite me took effteft. And 5. I ſucceed- 
ed to Cunninghame's Claſs. 6. When Mr. Scot ſucceeded, his Friend attempted 
'to get an Att nameing him Mr. Canninghame's Succeſſor, which was rejefted, and 
he never got any AC at all. And whereas it is alleaged, that-the Propoſition was 
in an extrajudicial Meeting. | rh > 

tis Anſwered, I never aſſerted that there was any Authoritative AQ; BurIdid 
and doaver, that there wasa Meeting of the Magiſtrates, Miniſters, *and members 

of Council; af at which, all wereadvertifed to. be prefent;- and-the-Meeting. way 
held inthe Towns Chamber, wl.e:e they uſually meet to deliberate on ſuch matters: - 
Ahd further, that their Reſolution was unanimous; without contradiRion fromeither 
Magiſtrate, Muniſter, or Counſcllour ; And that ponthe ſpecial Conſideration, that .. 
">," T 
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I, asa Perſon who had given Experience, was fitt to finiſh Mr. Cunninghame's Courſe 
And all the oppoſition made for Mr. Scot's behoof, was by his Friend his Majeſtie's 
Advocate, who had acceſs to-beprefent as an Aﬀeffor td the Town: | , 
Tins being the Caſe; I ſhall inrhe firſt place, defire your Lordſhips would notice 
tie firſt Qualification of your Interloquiror, bearing, That I was Invited by a Reſo- 
lution of the Magiſtrates and Miniſters; As. to which, I eaſily foreſee, it may be 
pretended, that an Invitation could not proceed, without an Authentick AR to war- 
randit: 'And ſeing I never alledged, nor your Lordſhips mean'd more, than that 
the thing was reſolved in that Meeting, and I made to.underſtand it; therefore 
your Lordſ{hips would be pleaſed to clear your Interloquitor in that point, that the 
{ame imports no more than to prove that there was a Reſolution of the Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters to that effet, which your Lordſhips will never doubt, would be made 
known to me. | | a ty 4 | 
Mr. Scot, in the next place, deſires toclear himſelf and his Friend of having any 
acceſſion to the removing of Mr. Maſſie. 
 Tanſwer, However well Mr. Maſſie and Mr. Scot do agree together now, yet 
it 15 more than evident, that Mr. Maſſie, was deprived for no other end, than tomake 
. Way for Mr. Scot ; For no ſooner did Mr. Scot*s Friend fail at the firſt meeting of © 
the Magiſtrates and Miniſters to have Mr. C:aninghame's Vacancy fupplyed: by di- 
{pute, whereby Mr. Scot might by his Influence be preferred, but immediatly there 
15a Proceſs railed and exccute again{t Mr. Maſe, and he deprived thereupon, and 
put from the Poſſeſſion of his Claſs, all within the ſpace of 48 hours: And this is ſo 
well known to the whole Members of the Council, that were concerned, in that Af- 
fair, that it ſeems Mr. Scot does ftick at nothing that can make for his Cauſe. And 
after all this, there was great pains taken, to make me appear Mr. Mafie's Succeſſor, 
which 1 never deſigned, and it neither agreed to my Intereſt, nor the former Re- 
ſolution, thar I ſhould ſucceed him. #2. Mr. Seor's Bull bears, that the Scrol of Maſſie's 
Decreet was marked with a known Hand, that I might be the, better founded on a 
ſure Decreet, which to my apprehenſion, acknowledges the Charge as Clearly as e&- 
ver I urged it, for if there was care to frame the Decreet well tor founding me,that 
mult be reckoned a Kindneſs to Mr. Scot, none to me; And I ſhall be more jealous 
than eyer, that the Proceſs was framed with the ſame Deſign. 
In the next place, the Petition blames me for the Calumny, of aſſerting that any 
Intrigue was uſed in framing Mr. Scor's AQ of Admiſſion tomy prejudice,But imme- 
diatly after it is acknowledged, that Mr. Scor*s Friend, being the 'Towns Aſeſſor, 
did mark the 9104s vacanai upon the AQ, which was all that I aſſerted, and what 
can make an Intrigue more plain than this ; The AQ was drawn in General, and, 
by an Amendment, Mr. Scot was made Cuninghame's Succeſſor : And when the Magi- 
{trates came to ſee it, they did not approve of the Amendment. AND PFarder, hav- 
;ng_occaſion to conlider the matter, as it was then litigious, no AA was ever ſigned 
o this day. | 
' To _ this matter yet more clear, I farder aſſert; That,the ACt, being ingroſſed 
in the Records, the Clerk was ordered to Tear it out, by the preſent Provoſt, after 
enquiry and examination of the matter ; and upon Sir Robert Chieſly his Predeceſſor's 
declaring to him, that he would neveg ſign the ſaid AQ, as engroſlſed ; becauſe it was 
unwarrantable, and contrare to the firſt draught, of the Att voted in Council. 
And whereas it isalledged, That the Colleage-R ecords have not been in uſe to be 
ſubſcribed , theſe ſeveral years. WES 
I Anſwer. How then does it happen, that the Record for my Admiſſion was 
fioned without my knowledge, andalſo Mr. Maſie's Deprivation? Alrhough,by 
tne Mannagers of that Aﬀair, ſome neceſſary Interloquitors were negletted to be 
Ggned ;- upon account of the precipitancy of the ſaid Proceſs, And upon which 
Grounds your Lordſhips reponed him. I have not been ſo.fortunate, as ro find out 
- the Circumſtances of frameing my AQas of the deſigned AQ for Mr. Scor, which did - 
not pals;. but inall probability mine paſt without the Magiſtrates Obſervation, by the 
fame. influence which went near to get the other paſt,whichought never to prejudge 
"The Petition proceeds further, to offer Reaſons for alkerzng the Interloquitor, 
which ſhall be,anſwered and reſumed ſeparatly. OS} _, 
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1; -He alledges, my Att of Admiſſion FER that T was Mr. Maſſie's Succeflor, 

and Mr, Scot having debate for a vacant place, when there was but one, he ſucceed- 
ed to Mr. Caninghame, and he complains that your Lordſhips ſhould preferr a Reſo- 
lution, which. is not a Term of Law, to a direct Vote and Act extracted, which 
cannot be done without Reduction. CO RTENE 

The Grounds above ſet down, do ſufficiently Anſwer this Pretence ; For I com- 

plain that an Att was made for me without my Knowledge or the 'Towns,and ano- 
ther prepared for Mr. Scot, which: the Town noticeing Rejected, and tho mine 
paſt. ithout obſer vation, yet the Rejefting the other demonſtrates that no ſuch 
thing was intended or underſtood by the Town, for if they had determined that I 
ſtould ſucceed | Mr. Maſſie how could they ſcruple tro put Mr. Scot in Caunniughants 
placeAnd it isa miſtake,thattheLordsdo regaird aReſolution morethan an Extracted 
AQt: for my Defence is, that the thing was managed appearingly by the Towns 
Authority, and yet without their Knowledge or mine, and as this 1s Relevant, ſo 
the ſeveral Qualifications I have adduced, are ſufficient to prove the ſame, There- 


fore Your Lordſhipshave not found a Reſolution better than an Extracted Act, but - 


Your Lordſhips found the previous Reſolution with the other Qualification 
ſufficientto Initruct my Defence. | 

He alſo reclaims againſt the Qualification, that it was it was intimate to me, T was 
to ſucceed to Mr, Caxninghan's Place, Alledgeing tharmy Acrot Admiſſion proves 
the contrare, and that I do confound the Words, Claſs, and Place, and that I will 
not deny, that it wastold to me, I was admitted to Mr. Mafze's Place, and the Claſs 
was only changed for Conveniency. 

It is An{wered 1990: That the Intimation that I was to ſucceed to Mr, Cannine 
ghame is adduced likeways as a Qualification of my Defence, not as per ſe Relevant 
to over-rule an Act, if the matter had been plainly underſtood. | 

240, It is very true indeed, that I make no difference betwixt Mr. Canninghew's 
place, and his Claſs, for both being out at one time, there was no other Veſtige of 
their places buttheir Claſſes, and how I could be reckoned Maſfie's Succeſſor with 
Caunnivgharws Clais, I can never underſtand; eſpecially conſidering the other Qualie 
fications abovementioned, how I was pitched upon before Maſfie's Claſs was Vas 


cant, and how the Councilrefuſed any Actto Mr. Scot, whereby he might: be 


Cunningham's Succeſlor. <_ 
3tio. Whereas itis Alledged, that the Claſſes were changed for Conveniency, 
Lam ſureit was no Conveniency to me, . that I{hould- be firſt made as a:Succeſſor to 
Mr. Majjie, and then enter'to Cunninghar's Claſs, this wonld clearly. demonſtrate a 
Contrivance,. to which Thad no acceſſion, for why ſhould T be named- Mafſie's Suce 
cetior by a written Act of Council, and-the-ſame hay at my: enſtallment, Declared 


that I was to teach Mr. Caminghan's Claſs; Your Lordſhips may eaſiely believe, that 


there was ſome other conveniency itt the marrer than mine. — «& 
And whereas it has been infinuate,. that I did chooſe to be Maſie's Succeſſor agd 

accept my place in theſe Terms, Tdeny it; For if I had been willing to take Mr. 

Malji#'s place, I would have taken his-Claſs too, for Mr: Cunnminghaws Claſs was 

quite broken, .and the other entire, and I; - nor any reaſonable- Man would never 

have laid Mr. Mffie's Claſs inBallance with Mr. Camtnphan's clear Vacancy. 

In thevnext place: he proceeds to reclaim againſt the Qualification- of ' Your Inter- 


it is only adduced as one of more Qualifications to clear that the Terms of the invita- 


tion, upon which Mr. Scot undertook the Diſpute was general, and that he had no . 


Cauſeto undertake upon a ſpecial Conſideration rhat he was to ſucceed to Cunnine 
hame. | 


In the next place he reclaims againſt the Qualifications that Mr. Scor's Act of Ad» 
miſſion was quarrelled as unwarrantable and torn by the Provoſt, and that there was 


no Act at all figned forhim, and alledges (denyingthe Fact) that the quarrelling an 


Act can never overturnthe Verity of the thing, and the Colledge Records have not 


been in uſeto be ſigned, and Mr. Scots Admiſſion was by the Council and Miniſters 
whereas mine was by the Town Council and fo fell to be ſigned. 240. All the 


Minutes of Mr. Scor's Admiſſion are fianding fairly inthe Colledge Records. 
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loquitor concermng the Progyam as being-emirted in ' general Terms; whereof the- 
matter-of Fact is proven--by- one of the Printed Programsherewith-produced, and 
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(4). 4 
I An'wer that no Act unſigned can Gs give right, much leſs an Act framed 
contrair to the mind and deſign of the Council, in ſuch manner as the ſame by. of- 
der was cancelled and this was the caſe of Mr. Scot's Act, which was tramed by his 
Friend expreſly nameing him Canirghar?s Succeilor, which the Council never in- 
tended,and to the pretence,thar theMinntes of hisActare now fairly in theColledge's 
Records,and wcrenot ſigned,becauſe theſe Records have not been in uſe robe ſigned 
{ince the Revolution, whereas my Act is recorded in the Town Council Books, which 
are always ſigned: I Anſwer That I pere nptorly contend, that no Act in 
 Whatſomever Record itbe, is valid or does effectually convey any Right, until .it be 
ſigned, much leſs whenthe Act is offered and refuſed, for that brings it to the con- 
dition of an Act, not ſo much as agrreed to. 246. Its falſe that the Records of the 
Colledge have not not been ſigned, and the miſtake lyes here, that Mr. Scot diſguiſes 
the Matter, for it is butof late that the Colledge ever kept a diſtinct Record, andthe 
greateſt part of that Record is copied out of the Town Council Books, when both 
were keept jointly, and rhe Warrands being ſigned there, it was needleſs to ſign 
the Copies transferred to the Colledge Record, but Mr. Scot has no ſigned warrand 
for his Act, either in the one orin the other. 


It is farder Alledged for Mr. Scot, "That he poſleſles Mr. Cunirighas's Chambir,' 


5 that Mr. Cuninghame having firſt dimitted he got a Quarters Sallary more 
than I. | vin 
I Anſwer. the poſſeſſing of Mr. Caringham's Chamber ſignifies nothing, . for I be= 


ng firſt in place had my choice, and I choiſed neither C uningham's nor . Maſſie'g. 
w < 


ereby there was place for Mr. Scot to chooſe Cuningham's. 
246, It is a miſtake in Fact, that Mr. Scot got a Quarters Sallary more than I, for 
I poſitively affirm, that both our Sallaries Aid commence from the firſt of Auguſt, and 
becauſe Mr. Scot got equal payment with me, he gave an Obligation tothe Treaſurer 
 torefound if the dk were not allowed. | Re, 
And laſt of all, Hereclaims againſt the modus probandi of my Qualifications by 
Oath, and infinuates that he would redargue them by my Oath. 
. I Anſwer, If he will offer to redargue the Qualifications by my Oath, T cannot 
decline it, but the ſubject matter can admit of no.other probation than what is offer- 
ed, which is not ſingly by Oath, becauſe I have condeſcended that an Act was 
framed in other terms than it could be obtained, and what I alledge is fairly ac- 
- knowledged, and will be inſtructed by the marked Scroll. . 240. What I have al- 
: ledpged anent tearing of the Record will appear, not only by the Oaths of the preſent 
and laſt Provoſt F Clerks Servants, but by inſpection of the Records, and pro» 
bably the torn leaf will be found : I produceallo the printed Program. i 
And whereas it is ſtill urged, Thatnothing canover-rule an Act but a Reduction, 
* Mr. Scot forgets, that diſown the Act, and alledge that IT never was Maſter of it, 
nor knew nor accepted of it;and that it is my principal point to clear by what influ- 
ence my Act was obtained, and another attemptedand rejected. 


ly it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhips, to adhere to Tour former Interloquitor: "And 
* m_— = ore "—_ firſt Qualification — probation, 7 clear that 
the meaning of Iz firſt Qualification imports no more than a Reſolution of the My 
giſtrates and Miniſters to invite me, that it may not be pretended, I undertook tq 
prove a formal invitation, which may be argued: to require . an Authoritative 


Attto warrand it; According to Juſtice, And Tour Lordſpips Anſmer. 
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